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Ladies and Gentlemen

A very good morning to you!

I would like to welcome all of you to the Penang International Conference on Sustainable Cultural Development: Economics of Heritage Revitalisation, organized by Invest-in-Penang Berhad, Penang Development Corporation, Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang and World Heritage Office.  

I wish to express my thanks to our main sponsors, gHotel Penang and Jabatan  Warisan Negara under the Ministry of Information, Communication and Culture for their kind contributions. 
The main objective of organizing the Penang International Conference on Sustainable Cultural Development is to commemorate the first anniversary of George Town’s inscription as UNESCO’s World Heritage Site. 
We are hopeful that this two-day Conference will be able to:

i. bring together international, national and local experts to propose and discuss sustainable development strategies for Georgetown as a World Heritage site;

ii. showcase George Town’s cultural development potential and conservation efforts; and

iii. address the World Heritage Committee recommendations for the establishment of a comprehensive conservation plan, which will include the efforts to reduce motorized traffic, control tourism pressures as well as establish indicators which related to sustainable cultural development

I am positive that our speakers, who are experts in their own fields will cover various aspects of heritage revitalization in our two-day Conference.   Three of our international speakers are from UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites, namely The Historic town of Vigan in Luzon, Philippines; Hoi An Ancient Town in Quang Nam Province, Vietnam and the Old Town of Galle, Sri Lanka.  Our other international speakers are from various institutes related to tourism studies, historic revitalization, cultural heritage, and conservation. The two-day Conference will provide ample opportunities for our local heritage enthusiasts to network and to gain priceless knowledge on heritage development, conservation and revitalization from our foreign experts.   
In addition to the lectures from our foreign experts, we also have with us today, distinguished personalities in our local heritage scenes to discuss and share their knowledge and ideas with you.  The participants of this two-day Conference will also have the opportunity to provide their feedback and viewpoints on the business cooperation, governance, information and marketing communications as well as creative environment aspects of heritage and sustainable cultural development during the parallel workshop sessions. 
I wish to welcome all the speakers, moderators, discussants, panelist and participants to the Conference. To the international speakers, I welcome you to Penang.  I hope that you will enjoy your stay in Penang as well as to take home with you beautiful memories of Penang.

Last but not least, I would like to thank the Malaysian Association of Hotels Penang Chapter (MAH), iGeorgeTown Penang, Neo Sentuhan, Malaysian Association of Tour and Travel Agents Penang Branch (MATTA), Association of Tourism Attractions Penang (ATAP), Areca Books, Pinang Peranakan Mansion, Penang Heritage Trust (PHT), Kenanga Investment Bank, Socio-Economic and Environmental Research Institute (SERI), Lestari Heritage Network, Japan Foundation, Heritage Asia and Penang Global Tourism for their support, without which, this Conference may not have been realized.  
